Gusti Hendy
“I was a huge Gigi fan when I was a teenager. They were a complete band, in terms of performance, composition and their individual members. When I was offered to join Gigi, it was like the path that Allah SWT had chosen for my life. It was a huge blessing. Gigi was my dream, and that dream came true. Now that I have reached that dream, I must protect it so that it remains beautiful. That is why I’m very enthusiastic to be part of Gigi.”
Gusti Erhandy Rakhmatullah was born in Banjarmasin on the 10th of March, 1980. His father was a journalist who would establish the Banjarmasin Post newspaper, but also encouraged his children and nephews’ interest in music. He even built a studio and music school, all with the name Pawakha. Hendy’s musical life began at the age of six, when he became interested in the drums and played with Pawakha ’97, a band that contained his elder brother and cousins. Hendy also joined Little Pawakha, a trio of child musicians his age who played songs by AKA, Anthrax, Iron Maiden and Kiss. His exploits as a drummer in elementary school and junior high made him quite famous in Banjarmasin.
Like many other young musicians in Indonesia who wished to advance, Hendy moved to Jakarta and learned from renowned drummer Gilang Ramadhan. He also joined the rock group Fresh who were striving to break into the Indonesian music industry, but could not make it to the recording stage after four years. The band eventually disbanded, after changing their musical style several times, and changing their name into Fresher and Pawakha.
Through Gilang, Hendy still managed to get work from people requiring a drummer. This is how he ended up playing in Big City Blues, which included veteran musicians such as Donny Suhendra and A.S. Mates. This was a big challenge for Hendy, who was still 19 years old and more into rock bands such as Pearl Jam, Red Hot Chili Peppers and Creed, whereas in Big City Blues he had to learn restraint in order to play blues and jazz songs.
His playing in Big City Blues, which often performed on a blues music show aired on TVRI, drew the attention of Yockie Suryoprayogo, who invited him to play in the Rock Opera concert which combined rock music with elements of ethnic music and theater. Hendy’s playing in Rock Opera was quite impressive, and soon it was Erwin Gutawa’s turn to invite Hendy to play with an orchestra in the Bali for the World event, and then involved him as a backing musician in big concerts for Chrisye, Krisdayanti and Ruth Sahanaya. Thanks to Erwin, Hendy’s reputation grew in the session player circuit, and he took part in recording for Ari Lasso, Krisdayanti, Titi DJ, Reza Artamevia and Setiawan Djody. Hendy was also once again entrusted by Yockie to take part in an historic event, namely the reunion of Kantata Takwa in the Kesaksian 2003 concert, which was watched by tens of thousands of people and was the super group’s first performance since 1998.
Hendy was then asked to join Telor Ceplok, a band of young musicians which eventually changed its name to Omelette. Accustomed to being the youngest in various bands, Hendy was now the oldest and had to adjust. Omelette happened to be under the same management as Gigi, and the recording of their album also involved Dewa Budjana and Thomas Ramdhan.
As a result, Hendy was in the right place when Gigi needed a drummer. In 2004, Budhy Haryono suffered personal issues which forced him to take a break when Gigi were committed to record a soundtrack album for the film Brownies. Because they could not delay any longer, Gigi invited Hendy on Budhy’s recommendation. As a fan of Gigi since he was a teenager who also admired Ronald Fristianto and his playing on the first three albums, obviously Hendy was excited by the offer. His experience in playing with older musicians was also helpful in being part of a band whose members’ ages ranged from 9 to 17 years older than him. Budjana, Thomas and Armand Maulana were also welcome to Hendy’s ideas and gave him free reign to play in his own style.
Feeling more compatible with his style and reenergized by his dynamic playing, the band appointed Hendy as a full member of Gigi after recording the religious album Raihlah Kemenangan in 2004. His presence in Gigi for 13 years automatically makes Hendy the longest-serving Gigi drummer, a position he wishes to maintain for as long as possible.
Besides Gigi, Hendy is also the drummer of Ligro, a jazz rock fusion trio that also includes guitarist Agam Hamzah and bassist Adi Darmawan. They have released three albums, Dictionary (2008), Dictionary 2 (2013) and Dictionary 3 (2015).
“Gigi isn’t just a band, but it’s also a family. I’ve found warmth, comfort in playing music, a place to learn, a place to be open, tolerance and a challenge to always be creative. Everyone in Gigi is sincerely and totally into music, our lives are solely for music. Thank God, I’ve been in Gigi for 13 years, and I must keep it going.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]
